Psychiatrist Fellows of the Royal Society

Thomas Bewley
The Royal Society is the oldest scientific society in Great Britain and one of the earliest in Europe. It is usually considered to have been founded in 1660, though a nucleus had been in existence for several years before that date. From Charles H's reign onwards, British Governments have constantly appealed to the Royal Society for advice in connec tion with scientific undertakings. The Society elects some 32 Fellows annually, who have been proposed by six or more existing Fellows. Foreign Members, not exceeding 50 in all, may be selected by the Council from among "men of the greatest scientific eminence" abroad. From this it can be seen that Fellows of the Royal Society are among the most distinguished scientists in the country. It is not widely known that several psychiatrists have been Fellows of the Royal Society. Â©Royal College of Physicians "Eccentricity was strongly marked throughout the whole of his career, with many strange and amusing anecdotes concerning him on record ... he was of eccentric habits, singular in his dress, sometimes appearing like a labourer and doing strange things. Notwithstanding his peculiarities, he is to be looked upon as a man of learning, of benevolent spirit, humour, inclination to satire and considerable skill in his profession".
He was involved in the proceedings between the College of Physicians and Dr Schomberg and the expensive litigation in which the College became involved was apparently due to him. The Dic tionary of National Biography said of him ". . . he seems to have been an eccentric". It would appear he lent his name to the second meaning of the word 'batty', which in 1590 merely meant 'of. or belonging to, a bat' 'batlike,' but now has the second meaning 'crazy' 'barmy' or 'dotty'. Despite this William Battie was a considerable polymath. He was a distinguished, and pub lished, classical scholar. He was an anatomist and physiologist as well as having delivered several eponymous lectures at the Royal College of Physicians.
Despite his eccentricities he amassed a vast fortune in his lifetime which was estimated between Â£100000 and Â£200000. (1862) (1863) (1864) (1865) (1866) (1867) (1868) (1869) (1870) (1871) (1872) (1873) (1874) (1875) (1876) . He suggested reforms in many of the asylums he visited. When he retired as Visitor he moved to private practice and farming. In 1878 he helped to found the journal Brain. He wrote widely on madness in Shake speare's plays, and in 1881 he recognised that the lifelong illness suffered by Jonathan Swift was MÃ©niÃ¨re's syndrome, which had been eluci dated and described by Prosper MÃ©niÃ¨re in 1861. His own maxim was that "the great need of the mental physician is to breathe much of the pure air of rational life for the sake of both himself and his patients".
Sir John Charles
He was knighted in 1894 and died in 1897. In his long obituary in the Journal of Mental Science he was described as "Citizen, soldier and psychologist". At the time of his death he was President of the Royal Anthropological Institute and the Folklore Society. He became a leading authority in a remarkably broad field comprising the physiol ogy of the sense organs, psychology and anthro pology, all of which he regarded as different aspects of the same problems (the biological reaction of man to his environment and the fuller understanding of man's mind). Personally, he was a man of high qualities -a keen intellect, broad sympathy and absolute integrity. He never married and was a shy reticent man with a stammer, who had a monastic reclusive lifestyle. His patients thought highly of him as a "patient and deeply sympathetic man". Siegfried Sassoon was among his patients and gives an extensive account of his treatment in 1917 for 'shell shock'. He wrote ". . . my definite approach to mental maturity began with my contact with the mind of Rivers".
More Recent Fellows
Freud Museum, London
The Royal Society elects foreigners to its mem bership and in 1936 Sigmund Freud (1856 -1939 was elected as the "Inventor and Chief Worker in Psychoanalysis". The Royal Society is limited to a total of 50 overseas Members, so such an election is a mark of extreme distinction and Sigmund Freud was the only foreign psychiatrist so honoured. Although today we follow Popper and doubt that psychoanalysis is science, there can be no doubt that Freud was a genius who markedly altered the way we think about the human condition, even if today his influence is greatest outside the field of medicine and science.
Two current Fellows of this College are also Fellows of the Royal Society. I will quote from the citations for their election. (1933-, FRS 1987) was "Distinguished for his role in establishing child Â© Wellcome Centre Medical Photographic Li brary, London psychiatry as an academic discipline. He has used epidemiological and other methods to make im portant contributions to our understanding of the consequences of early family disruption, the study of autism, and other aspects of child psychiatry". 
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